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Gregg Mitman believes that films play important role in social and environmental change.

in residence, thus also provid-
ing the students with unique
opportunities.

“We teach students, who
have no previous experience
in making movies, how to
tell effective stories through
films,” he explains. “Their

task is to find stories that
resonate and to create com-
munity engagement through
their work. They work with
community partners and create
events around the films that
will have an impact around
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specific themes.”

The movie Hunger Season
for instance, shown in part-
nership with First United
Methodist Church, traces the
journey of food aid from the
fields of Wisconsin farm-
ers to USAID and finally to
Swaziland, and part of the
accompanying  the
screening will be a dinner fea-
turing the same corn meal that
children in Swaziland live on.

“We hope to make this type
of approach into a model

event
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for other filmmakers to cre-
ate community events,” says
Gregg Mitman, “just like we
would like to turn the festival
with its community engage-
ment component into a nation-
al model.”

But aren’t films too superfi-
cial to convey serious content?

“People react to stories;
personal stories move us,
pull us in,” Gregg Mitman
replies. “Why do you think
An Inconvenient Truth was so
popular? It was not because
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of the issue, but because of
the personality of Al Gore.
The point is: How can stories
serve issues that we try edu-
cate people in? We live in a
visual culture. We need new
outlets and ways to communi-
cate. Now, I hope that people
will deepen the knowledge
they gain through movies, and
we need to develop strategies
to ensure that through commu-
nity engagement movies can
have an impact long after they
have been screened.”
New technologies,
especially the internet, provide
the audiovisual media with
unprecedented  possibilities
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and access to potential view-
ers:

“Movies are cheaper to
make and they can bypass the
whole Hollywood machinery,”
says Gregg Mitman. “The film
The Story of Stuff for example
was never shown in theaters,
but it had some powerful dis-
tribution through the web.
Films have a big potential for
change, not least by inspiring
audiences to do something.”

For more information:

* Tales from Planet Earth:
www.talesfromplanetearth.
com
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